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TOOL // Reading Conference Anecdotal Form 

What is the tool?  
Reading Conference Anecdotal Record Sheet 

What is it used for? 
The tool is used to record anecdotal observations during a reading conference with a 
student. It provides a structure for collecting a range of information on student reading. 

How do you use it? 
The teacher brings a copy of the recording sheet to a conference with the student.  

At the top of the sheet, the teacher records the title and author of the book about 
which the student is conferencing. 

In the next box, the teacher records student responses to: Why did you choose this 
book?  How difficult is this book for you? 

In the following box, the teacher captures a short running record of the section of the 
book that the student chooses to read to the teacher.   

The section that follows prompts the teacher to discover what the student can recount 
about the book, and what connections the student has made.  The student is also 
asked to describe the setting of the book and a character from it.  

There is also a box to reflect the reading strategy.  If the strategy focus was Asking 
Questions, the teacher records two or three questions which the student asked as they 
read.  If the focus was Visualizing, the teacher records student responses to the 
prompt, “Read me a section where you made pictures in your head?  What words and 
connections helped you make those pictures?”   

At the bottom of the recording sheet, the teacher may record student strengths, as well 
as a goal for the next reading conference. 
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 READING CONFERENCE 
 

Name Date 
Title Author 
Why did you choose this book?   
 
 
How difficult is this book for you?     Easy     Just Right     Challenging 
Running Record:  Check for word solving strategies, phrasing, fluency, and expression 
 
 
 
 
What can you tell me about the book?  What has happened so far?  What will happen 
next?  Characters, setting, problem, solution, author’s message, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strengths:  Which reading comprehension strategies are you using?  Give an example 
and explain how the strategy helps you understand what you are reading. 
 
 
 
Goals/Next Steps: 
 
 
 
Recommendations:  
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